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April 5th, 2024 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

This spring, your student will participate in the Missouri Assessment Program Grade-Level Assessments.  Designed to 

measure academic progress and proficiency, these standardized assessments are administered to students in grades 3 – 

8. 

Students in grades 3 – 8 participate in assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  Students in 5th and 8th 

grade will be assessed in Science. 

The Grade-Level Assessments evaluate student progress toward the Missouri Learning Standards.  Missouri Learning 

Standards define the knowledge and skills students need in each grade level and course for success in college, careers, 

and other post-secondary training.  These expectations are aligned to the Show-Me Standards, which define what all 

Missouri high school graduates should know and be able to do.  Find more information about the standards at:  Missouri 

Learning Standards - For Parents | Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (mo.gov). 

The results of the Grade-Level Assessments are used to identify areas of strength and growth for each student and 

provide information to help guide the instruction and curriculum in classrooms.  In addition, the results are used to 

create a school and district accountability report published by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (DESE). 

At Francis Howell School District, we strive to provide our students with the best possible educational experience.  The 

Grade-Level Assessments provide an important snapshot of each student’s academic progress and can help inform our 

instruction. 

To help your student prepare for state assessments: 

● Read!  Read a variety of books and magazines.  Build your child’s reading stamina.  Help your student to read 

like a writer.  Reading takes skill and practice.  One of the best and easiest steps to improve the reading ability 

for students is to provide sustained periods for kids to read.  Even in the early grades, kids can begin to “get into 

the head” of the author.  To build reading stamina, you may wish to encourage your student to increase 

gradually the amount of time they read at one sitting.  Reading improves students writing, and writing improves 

reading.  Assessments contain a variety of text including short stories, poems, dialogues, magazine articles, 

charts, and tables.  Students need to be able to read a wide variety of texts ranging from road signs to restaurant 

menus, comic books to classics. 

● Teach your student that visuals are part of the text.  Students are often required to gather information from 

photos, captions, drawings, charts, and graphs.  You can help by teaching your student to look at all of these 

materials as part of the total text. 

● Help your student know how to use text-based support in written responses.  Some items on the assessments 
have multiple parts or require students to explain or show how they arrived at their answers.  Students may 
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receive partial credit for answers to items that are not supported with specific details or that do not contain an 
explanation. 

● Teach your student to identify all parts of a question.  Teach your child to identify exactly what each question is 
asking.  Some questions have multiple parts.  Not answering all parts of a multi-part question is a common error. 

● Teach your student to paraphrase test items, turning questions into statements.  For example, the question, 
“Why did the main character play with the ball?” could be rephrased as “The main character played with the ball 
because…”  This practice allows the student to phrase the question in a way that makes the most sense to them.  
They are then ready to read the passage and look for answers.     

● Prepare students for the testing day.  Be aware of the testing schedule and be certain that your student has had 
adequate rest – this may mean getting them used to an earlier bedtime before the week of testing.  Avoid 
scheduling appointments during days your student is scheduled to test.  [Make sure your child has a book to 
read when the testing session is complete.] 
 

After testing, your child will receive an Individual Student Report (ISR) that will give you information about his or her 
achievement in terms of the content and skills assessed by the MAP Grade-Level Assessment at his or her grade 
level.  Your child’s Individual Student Report (ISR), will include an Achievement Level, which will describe his or her 
performance as Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, or Advanced.  The report will also include a short description of the 
knowledge and skills that are typically demonstrated by students in each Achievement Level. 
 
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Educations (DESE) publishes a Guide to Interpreting Results (GIR) 
that provides additional details about the content of the Individual Student Reports.  The GIR is available on the DESE 
website at:  http://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/assessment/grade-level. 
 
Independence Elementary will be proctoring the MAP Grade-Level Assessments on the following dates.  
3rd Grade: 
May 6, May 7, May 8, May 9 
4th Grade: 
April 29, April 30, May 1, May 2, May 13, May 14 
5th Grade: 
April 25, April 26, May 3, May 10, May 13, May 15  
 
If you have any questions about the assessments, please do not hesitate to contact your student’s teacher or our school 

office. 

Thank you for your continued support for the Francis Howell School District and our students. 

 

David Brothers 

Director of Assessment 
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